
April 10, 2020 

 

The Honorable Alex M. Azar II 

Secretary  

Department of Health and Human Services 

200 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, DC 20201 

 

The Honorable Seema Verma, M.P.H. 

Administrator 

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 

7500 Security Boulevard 

Baltimore, MD 21244 

  

Dear Secretary Azar and Administrator Verma: 

  

The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic has created, and continues to create, substantial barriers to medically 

necessary treatment and care for many Americans, with a disproportionately harmful impact on at-risk 

populations. We appreciate your efforts to address access issues on a number of fronts and engage with 

our offices as you work to develop your most recent regulatory actions, which take important steps 

towards meeting some of the challenges for vulnerable patients that we have raised. As we seek additional 

options for protecting the lives of those most negatively affected by the pandemic, we are writing to 

encourage you to continue engaging with our offices and relevant stakeholders to build upon these 

productive steps through effective implementation, along with additional policy levers, as needed, in 

order to ensure that Medicare beneficiaries can access physician-administered Part B-covered infused and 

injectable medicines in the home setting during the COVID-19 public health emergency.  

 

As the CDC and researchers across the world have noted, COVID-19 presents the most severe health 

risks to older individuals, as well as to those with underlying conditions, making the Medicare-covered 

population especially vulnerable to this dangerous disease. Unfortunately, Medicare beneficiaries in need 

of medical care or treatment for issues unrelated to the pandemic too often face a grueling decision, 

whereby they must choose between forgoing the services and medications they need by staying home or, 

alternatively, seeking care in a hospital setting or physician’s office. Many of these providers will be 

unavailable for patients not presenting with COVID-19-related illness, if not closed altogether, and even 

providers still providing other services may expose beneficiaries to a heightened risk of infection, due to 

the growing prevalence of COVID-19 patients at such facilities.  

 



In the interim final rule with comment period (IFC) that CMS issued earlier this week, you took a number 

of steps that will help to protect Medicare beneficiaries from unnecessary risks and to ensure the 

continuity of care during these challenging times. That said, we recognize that unforeseen hurdles will 

likely emerge and that some patients will continue to experience severe access challenges. We ask that, as 

you engage with patient advocates, providers, and other stakeholders, you seek out opportunities to 

further close remaining gaps and, as much as possible, pursue solutions that provide for continuity and 

consistency in care. These solutions must ensure beneficiary access to Part B drugs, provide appropriate 

payment for these drugs, and sufficiently reimburse for administration services rendered when provided in 

the home setting. 

 

Given the large share of infused and injectable medicines that treat serious and life-threatening 

conditions, often with few or no viable or accessible treatment alternative, many patients cannot afford to 

go without these therapies; access barriers will result in medication non-adherence, triggering 

deteriorating health outcomes and dire consequences for some of our most vulnerable Americans.  

 

As reports of current and impending practice closures, capacity shortages, and infections contracted at 

healthcare facilities continue to circulate, it is vital that we act now to ensure that all Americans, 

particularly those at highest risk of severe illness from COVID-19, can receive the care and medications 

that they need in the safest possible setting. For a growing number of beneficiaries, that setting is the 

home.    

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Eliot L. Engel 

Member of Congress 

  

           Fred Upton 

          Member of Congress 

 

 

 

Bennie G. Thompson    Brian Fitzpatrick 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Kenny Marchant    Terri A. Sewell 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

  

 

Frederica S. Wilson    Thomas R Suozzi 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

 



Eleanor Holmes Norton    Jackie Speier 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Nydia M. Velázquez    Harley Rouda 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Debbie Dingell     Lisa Blunt Rochester 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Danny K. Davis     Anthony Gonzalez 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Rodney Davis     Liz Cheney 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Tony Cárdenas     Ruben Gallego 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Roger Marshall, M.D.    Julia Brownley 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Doris Matsui     David B. McKinley, P.E. 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Tom Cole     Stephanie Murphy 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Grace Meng     Billy Long 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Doug LaMalfa     Mario Diaz-Balart 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 



Raúl M. Grijalva    Ann McLane Kuster 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

George Holding     Bill Johnson 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

C. A. Dutch Ruppersberger   Andy Harris, M.D. 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

John Garamendi    Brad Sherman 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Katherine Clark     Jody Hice 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

G.K. Butterfield     Daniel T. Kildee 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Derek Kilmer     Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr. 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Vicente Gonzalez    Dwight Evans 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Ted W. Lieu     Lucy McBath 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Filemon Vela     Alcee L. Hastings 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Gregory W. Meeks    Michael Guest 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 



Wm. Lacy Clay     Mike Turner 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

W. Gregory Steube    Darren Soto 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Paul Cook     Chuck Fleischmann 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Chrissy Houlahan    Ken Calvert 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Lizzie Fletcher     J. Luis Correa 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Scott Peters     Will Hurd 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Joaquin Castro     Brad Wenstrup, D.P.M. 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Linda T. Sánchez    Madeleine Dean 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Tim Walberg     Peter A. DeFazio 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Josh Gottheimer    Pete Olson 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Linda T. Sánchez    Jeff Duncan 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 



Nanette Diaz Barragán    Tom Rice 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Brendan F. Boyle    Mike Doyle 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Larry Bucshon, M.D.    Cindy Axne 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Joe Wilson     Andy Kim 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Bobby L. Rush     John Shimkus 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Bradley S. Schneider    Anthony G. Brown 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Andy Biggs     Grace F. Napolitano 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Greg Gianforte     Jason Smith 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Pete Aguilar     Trent Kelly 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Markwayne Mullin    Joyce Beatty 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

James R. Langevin    Sean Patrick Maloney 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 



Fred Keller     Juan Vargas 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

John Yarmuth     Jesús G. "Chuy" García 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Pete Stauber     Jim Hagedorn 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Lucille Roybal-Allard    Norma J. Torres 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Tom O'Halleran     Tom Malinowski 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Mike Kelly     Kurt Schrader 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Katie Porter     Bill Foster 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Mike Levin     Kendra S. Horn 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Guy Reschenthaler    Haley M. Stevens 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Mikie Sherrill     Cedric L. Richmond 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

A. Donald McEachin    Brett Guthrie 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 



Stacey E. Plaskett    Xochitl Torres Small 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Kelly Armstrong    Chris Stewart 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Emanuel Cleaver, II    Anthony Brindisi 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Marc Veasey     John Joyce, M.D. 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Adriano Espaillat    Robert J. Wittman 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Jim Banks     Ralph Norman 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Tim Ryan     William R. Timmons, IV 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Adrian Smith     Richard Hudson 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Sanford D. Bishop, Jr.    Mike Thompson 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Jamie Raskin     Peter T. King 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

A. Drew Ferguson IV    Jimmy Gomez 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 



Earl L. "Buddy" Carter    Angie Craig 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Neal P. Dunn, M.D.    Gilbert R. Cisneros, Jr. 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Francis Rooney     Jimmy Panetta 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Ann Wagner     Eric Swalwell 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Sylvia R. Garcia    Debbie Mucarsel-Powell 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Austin Scott     Henry Cuellar 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Bryan Steil     Devin Nunes 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Doug Collins     Paul Mitchell 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Steven Horsford    Michael T. McCaul 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

John R. Moolenaar    Paul D. Tonko 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

Dusty Johnson     Glenn Grothman 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 



 

Ben McAdams     Mary Gay Scanlon 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

 

Rob Bishop     Ross Spano 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

 

Troy Balderson     William R. Keating 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

 

Dan Crenhaw     Raul Ruiz, M.D. 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

 

Jaime Herrera Beutler    Albio Sires 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

 

Darin LaHood     Joe Neguse 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

 

Stephen F. Lynch    John R. Curtis 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

 

Vern Buchanan     Glenn "GT" Thompson 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

 

Tom Reed     Lloyd Smucker 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 



H. Morgan Griffith    Salud O. Carbajal 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

Tom Emmer      

Member of Congress     

 


